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Independent Forensics Releases United States’  

First Confirmatory Semen Testing Kit

The RSID - Semen test will not cross react with any other human or animal body fluids, bacteria or fungus, eliminating a majority of false positives
Chicago, IL, March 6, 2006: Independent Forensics, one of the country’s leading DNA forensic laboratories, today announced the release of the Rapid Stain Identification Semen Kit (RSID-Semen), the world’s first fluid specific test for the presence of semen.  

The Independent Forensics RSID - Semen Kit is the first confirmatory test for human seminal fluid. The kit is specific for human semenogelin antigens and will not cross react with the myriad of other human body fluids that can cause false positives, with other non-specific technology in the marketplace. 

“Currently, semen testing kits are used for two different purposes by two separate communities.  Police departments and forensic labs use sophisticated kits for rape analysis and consumers use a commercially available variant called a ‘cheater kit’ for detecting infidelity.  Both types of kits measure Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) or Acid Phosphatase (AP) and cross-react with other body fluids such as saliva, vaginal fluid, menstrual blood and a host of animal fluids, yielding many false positive results,” says Karl Reich, Ph.D. Chief Scientific Officer for Independent Forensics. 

Approximately 200,000 rape kits are analyzed each year in the USA. Estimates vary, but it is widely accepted that only a small percentage of all rapes get reported to the police, and as many as 200,000 rape kits sit on the shelves as part of the ever increasing backlog of DNA samples. The RSID – Semen kit will help crime laboratories correctly identify, which samples should go forward for DNA analysis. 

 “A false positive from one of the many so called home administered ‘cheater kits’ like True Test and Checkmate will necessitate a trip to a bona fide forensics lab to confirm those preliminary results. Our semen detection kit takes the guesswork out of the process and delivers accurate results in the first place, eliminating a step in the analysis process,” he adds. 

Thousands of the non-specific home administered “cheater kits” have been sold, resulting in countless heartache, divorces and even lawsuits based on false and misleading results.  The RSID - Semen Kit is being supplied to all the major crime labs in the United States as well as Canada, England, France, Germany, Spain and Hong Kong and promises to set a new benchmark for forensic identification of seminal fluid.

About Independent Forensics

Independent Forensics is a leading DNA research and analysis laboratory with a scientific team that includes 5 Ph.D.s and 2 M.S. level forensic scientists. Independent Forensics’ scientific group has over 60 combined years experience in DNA and related scientific fields.  Independent Forensics’ services include paternity, immigration, CODIS data basing, casework, expert witness testimony and product development for the forensic community including SampleTrak software and the Rapid-Stain Identification test for Saliva.  Accreditations include: Forensic Quality Services – ISO/IEC 17025, American Association of Blood Banks (AABB), New York State Department of Health (NYDOH) and Clinical Laboratory Improvement Act (CLIA). Proficiency Testing is administered by the College of American Pathologists (CAP). 
